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00:00 
For those of you who don't know me, my name is Jamie Lin. I'm the Education and Professional 
Development Manager at Atla. And I am going to be moderating this panel today, panel of five of my 
esteemed Atla colleagues members who I've worked with in different capacities. And for those of you 
who saw the social media that like the Twitter description, and it mentioned that these were members of 
the Professional Development Committee, some of them are and some of them aren't. So I just wanted 
to clear that up. Becky, Andy, and Kellie are members of the Professional Development Committee, 
with me, and Megan, and Bobby, Megan is part of our conference committee. And Bobby is really 
active in our open access and publishing side. So welcome to all of you, I'm going to let everyone 
introduce themselves. 
 
00:54 
But a little bit of info for those of you joining, feel free to communicate with us in the chat, you can also 
use the q&a, this is going to be a very informal conversation among the the five folks and then I'll ask 
be asking them questions. And I think you know, as everyone, as we all know, librarianship can be 
very, very even when we're in a certain, you know, subject area, everyone's day to day can be very 
different. So I think we'll start with our smallest to largest in terms of institution size, or at least start with 
the smaller ones first. And, Becky, if you can start us off just by telling us a little bit about yourself what 
you do the institution, you work for your responsibilities. 
 
01:51 
Sure, I am the Technical Services Librarian. Primarily, that means cataloging for covenant Theological 
Seminary, which is a small standalone denominational seminary affiliated with the PCA Presbyterian 
Church in America. 
 
02:09 
And how many students are in your institution about? 
 
02:14 
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I am drawn blank, we're small, where we have a large online, larger online but several 100 students? 
Yes. Less than 500. On campus? 
 
02:28 
Yeah, less than 500. And Andy, how about you? You're also in a small seminary? Yes. So 
 
02:33 
we're just a little bit bigger. I think with Emerson online, we're 800 900. So small to medium size, and I 
am the Information Services Librarian. And so at a smaller library like ours, that means I do a little bit of 
everything from reference and instruction to cataloguing to sometimes covering for interlibrary loan. 
Yeah, little bit everything. It's fun, but sometimes a challenge. 
 
03:02 
How many other folks do you work with in the library? 
 
03:05 
So there are and we have, so and I'm at Western seminary, and Portland, Oregon, but didn't mention 
that. And we have some we have a couple California campuses. So we have a librarian down there. 
And she is part time. And then we have director full time, we have a full time circulation desk manager, 
and then we have a student worker. So 
 
03:36 
all right, yeah, thank you. We're gonna jump from the smaller institution than to our largest institution. 
Megan, if you can tell us a little bit about your job and where you work, 
 
03:48 
sir. So I am the interdisciplinary arts and humanities librarian at CU Boulder, University of Colorado 
Boulder, in Boulder, Colorado, and I cover religious studies, as well as classics and Jewish studies. So 
I'm a subject specialist, liaison librarian. So I also do reference in instruction and staffer chat service, 
things like that. I also supervise some colleagues and also some MLS students. And our institution is 
very big compared to Becky and Andy's institutions. So we have over 30,000 students, I want to say it's 
more like 35,000 students. And CU Boulder is a public and secular institution. We are heavy on the 
research. We're an r1 institution as well. 
 
04:45 
Can I just ask a follow up question on your MLA students that you supervise? Or is there a library 
school attached with CU Boulder? 
 
04:51 
There is not actually so I recruit. There's a local library school the University of Denver has one but then 
I ever You're all over because online MLS students, of course, can be anywhere. So, our apprentices, 
that's what we call our MLS students. They help us with reference instruction and special project work 
as well. 
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05:14 
And so do you recruit them to theological librarianship or they're out there interested in all areas? 
 
05:18 
I try Jamie. Yes, but they are interested in all areas. And a big part of the apprenticeship is also learning 
what it means to be a faculty librarian. And I forgot to mention that I am one of about 40 faculty 
librarians at CU. And then we also have about 100 other staff who support the libraries as well. 
 
05:41 
All right, you have a you have a student in the chat who says recruit me. That's great. Definitely. 
Jessica, she'll be a debt. Oh, I'm sorry. I just saw this was to hosted panelists only. Well, yes. 
 
05:55 
Okay, so Kellie and Bobby are our two. They're both directors at different institutions. Kellie, we'll start 
with you. 
 
06:04 
So my name is Kellie Barbado, and I am the director of Lineberger library at Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary, which is a part of Lenoir-Rhyne University. Lenoir-Rhyne University has three 
campuses, the undergraduate campus, it's in Hickory, North Carolina, and then they have graduate 
centers in Asheville, North Carolina and Columbia, South Carolina. I am located at the Columbia, South 
Carolina Campus. The seminary existed before it merged with Lenoir-Rhyne University. The Seminary 
has been around about 200 years in various locations. It is one of the seven seminaries of the ELCA, or 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, which is one of the more progressive denominations of 
Lutheranism. As far as my library context, I am the only librarian here at my location. I have a staff 
member who works for me as a library tech and administrative assistant, and about 10 student 
employees. And then as far as all the University Libraries, there are seven librarians total and three 
staff among the three campuses. And I actually report to the Dean of Libraries at Hickory as opposed to 
someone here on my campus. So that's interesting. 
 
07:28 
Thank you, Kellie. And I was looking online at at your university is it's a smaller private university, right, 
like under 10,000? Students? Yeah, I would say our FTE for all three campuses is probably about 
2500. 
 
07:43 
So it's, it's just a very kind of unique situation with all the different components. Interesting. 
 
07:48 
Yeah, I can see I think of that size as a like private, liberal arts college size. And so to have that 
beautiful University is really interesting. 
 
07:57 
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Yeah. And it kind of is a little bit of a pride, liberal arts type of situation going on at the undergraduate 
campus. But yeah, it's just an interesting setup. It's interesting to be at a branch library as opposed to at 
the same location as my boss. And yeah. 
 
08:22 
And finally, Bobby, 
 
08:25 
I am Bobby Smiley. I'm the director of the Divinity library at Vanderbilt University part, one of nine 
campus libraries of Eugene Alexander for library system. I oversee a staff in the divinity library of six 
and a half FTE and the Divinity School itself here is about 300 students. 
 
08:46 
Like, Megan, I'm at a secular r1 institution, but like Kellie, I'm at a private institution, it's about a total of 
11,000 students. And we serve in addition to working with the Divinity School, the Department of 
Religious Studies as well. I've been in my current position since July of 2019. And at Vanderbilt since 
May of 2016. And in my capacity as a director, I also participate in a lot of the library level leadership 
work too. 
 
09:21 
And so you are at the Divinity divinity school affiliated with Vanderbilt. And Kellie, you're at a seminary 
associated with a university. What is the difference for those of for myself and those who may not know 
what is the difference between a seminary and a divinity school? Bobby, can you tell us a little bit about 
that? Sure. So seminaries are often sent standalone institutions of higher education almost exclusively 
graduate education, that are dedicated to vocational or academic training in religion or specific religious 
traditions. Typically denominational but not always 
 
10:00 
whereas the Divinity School is basically a seminary that's attached to a research university as one of its 
professional schools, and it doesn't necessarily have to have any kind of religious affiliation that's 
contingent upon whether or not the university itself does. So it's really the principal differences being 
kind of an independent standalone body. And, and another institution that is attached to or different 
kinds of institution that's attached to a research university or liberal arts college, in some cases 
 
10:31 
to. 
 
10:34 
Yeah, Kellie. Additionally, there's actually a wide diversity among seminaries because one of my 
previous roles was at an institution that had a seminary on its campus that came about after the 
university, and it's a relatively new seminary. It's been in existence since 1998. And that Seminary is 
very ecumenical. You don't have to be any particular denomination to go there. So that's a really 
interesting thing. I'm actually a student at that seminary, which is really great. But then my seminary 
here is mostly students who are pursuing ordination in the ELCA. Again, Lutheran denomination, and 
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they're mostly pursuing Master of Divinity so that they can be ministers of Word and Sacrament, which 
means they can preside over the Eucharist table and teach the Word. And then we do have a handful 
of students who are doing a Master of Arts in Christian ministry, toward becoming a deacon in the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, which is a minister of word in service, where they can teach 
the word but they cannot preside over the Eucharist table. So it's been interesting to learn about 
different types of seminaries. And even at one of my other institutions, there was a seminary seminary 
within the school, but it wasn't separate. It was just a graduate department it was. So I've been in all 
different situations. 
 
11:59 
That's so interesting. So I think the lesson for me is just to always ask everybody, just like what are the 
particulars of your institution, because they could be very different. And thanks for mentioning Kellie 
about that you're currently a student, because we definitely want to get to that. Which so the next 
question is actually how did you end up on this career path? And, you know, with theological 
librarianship, there's the theology side, the interest in religious studies and theology, and then there's 
the library inside. So I was wondering if we could just do a show of hands among our panelists, like, 
Who among you really started with the theology side and the religion side? Okay, Bobby, Megan, and 
Andy. So Andy, can you can you tell us a little bit about that? 
 
12:49 
Yeah, sure. So I halfway raised my hand, because I did do my undergrad and biblical and theological 
studies. Not necessarily because I was looking into going into ministry or even a career in that I just 
wasn't quite sure what to study. And that sounded pretty interesting then. But afterwards, I actually 
worked in a middle school for several years. And that will maybe this is what I want to do. But I worked 
long enough in the middle school that realized I did not want to be a middle school teacher. And I went 
back and had some ended up having some conversations with my undergrad librarian, who I actually 
didn't talk to the whole time why was going there, which was unfortunate. And as she told me about her 
job, I realized that's exactly what I want to do. I love research and reading, and I could assist people in 
their research and kind of guide them along the way. And so I ended up going to library school where 
she did, and then I was able to use my undergrad in biblical and theological studies and get a job in a 
seminary. 
 
13:56 
For what it's worth, I think you'd be a fantastic middle school teacher, but I'm really glad that you know 
that you're also a librarian. And there's always there's always, you know, after retirement, there's 
always going back to work with middle school kids to keep you young, and 
 
14:13 
it was a middle school is it's the best age and the worst age. So there's a lot of fun times, but it I 
couldn't, I couldn't do it. 
 
14:27 
Bobby, tell us about your background. Well, you 
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14:30 
couldn't pick a better transition, because actually, I spent three years as a middle school teacher for 
before he went to graduate school in religion. And so I feel your both pain and joy. And it is, as one of 
my colleagues told me an acquired taste. I love the students, but it's definitely a challenge. And so I had 
always had an interest in the study of religion. I studied political science and history as an undergrad. 
And I actually had worked in some technical staff at the University Chicago libraries and then in a non 
librarian position for a couple years really just more of a sinecure, like beer and apartment money. So I 
could live in Chicago. And after I went to graduate school in religion, and I went to a divinity schools as 
well for my MA in religion, so but I did not go for explicitly devotional purposes, mostly almost 
exclusively intellectual purposes. One of the things that had occurred to me during the course of my 
graduate study there was I really enjoyed talking to my friends about their own research, and I had had 
this Nef of the library experience to kind of be an informal resource, I really should have just sort of sent 
them to their librarians. That would have been the responsible thing to do. But anyway, I just enjoy 
talking to him about their research. And I knew enough mile wide inch deep to be able to kind of ply 
them with suggested sources, places to look even potential databases. And I thought if there was a job 
that could pay me to do this, I would take it. And so I figured out, it isn't deep librarianship. So 
afterwards, I did go back to teaching for one year, and then very promptly, went to library school and 
began at Michigan State where I was the digital humanities in American history librarian before coming 
to Vanderbilt, save that, again, the digital history and digital humanities and American history library 
and American 
 
16:21 
history. Interesting. Interesting. Okay, so I love how both of you, you know, as you were exposed to the 
library, and what librarians do you just be like, this is really interesting, how to meld, meld both of my 
interests, right. And then Megan, you also had your hand up, can you talk a little bit about your 
background, 
 
16:40 
so we're, and while I was not a middle school teacher, I did become a preschool teacher for a time. So 
I'm sensing a theme of passion for education here. So I raised my hand because I started with an 
undergraduate degree in religion in classics. So I have my BA, in religion in classics from the University 
of Rochester, and I actually don't have an advanced degree in religion or theology behind or beyond 
that. So after I was done with college, what I decided to do was veer off into teaching and teaching 
young folks. So that's when that preschool teaching experience happened. And I realized as a 
preschool teacher, what I looked forward to the most was going to the public library, grabbing a whole 
bunch of books to support the curriculum of the week, bringing that to the classroom, and really seeing 
the kids faces light up, you know, when they saw these brand new books that they could browse, you 
know, and I would also send home like literacy backpacks over the weekend with coloring supplies and 
fun books and things like that. So, so I actually entered library science, thinking I was going to become 
a public librarian, a children's librarian, specifically. But then I found that I was really interested in what I 
call working with the other end of the educational age spectrum. So I jumped all the way from preschool 
kids to the the college kids and the adult learners. And the I finished my library degree, thinking, well, it 
would be great if I can work in an academic library as at least a humanities librarian, like, ideally, I 
thought it would be cool to be a religious studies librarian, but didn't want to get my hopes up there. So 
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so my first job out of library school, I worked at a public secular institution as a humanities librarian. And 
then a year later, I found myself at CU Boulder as the interdisciplinary arts and humanities librarian 
focusing in part on Religious Studies. 
 
18:50 
Thank you so interesting, this whole i this desire to you becoming or going to library school to be a 
public library and and a children's librarian. Kellie, that reminds me to of something you had told me 
about you, when you entered librarianship. You had a different goal in mind as well, correct? Sure. But 
actually, I can attest to the pattern of wanting to teach first, I never got to the point where I was a 
teacher. But when I first went into undergrad, I was studying music education, I thought I was going to 
be a music teacher 
 
19:25 
figured out very quickly that the public school classroom was not the place for me, and ended up 
getting a Bachelor of Arts in music. Specifically in voice, I'm a singer. So then I said to myself, I'm not 
going to get a job with a BA in music. So I've got to go to grad school and what for and I kind of had this 
providential meeting with a friend of a friend who said, Oh, I'm in library school and I was like library 
school what? And from then on, that was it. And I initially entered the University at Buffalo for a dual 
degree on I'm an MA in historical musicology and an MLS. And I actually was a graduate assistant in 
the Music Library at the University of Buffalo. And it wasn't a great experience my graduate 
assistantship, it almost chased me away from higher ed working in higher ed. I'm glad it didn't. But after 
I graduated library school, I ditched Well, I ditched the musicology degree after taking some classes 
because like, I just want to finish this grad degree, get out into the working world. But when I graduated 
in 2011, I was living in Western New York, which is where I'm from. And the market was just really 
static. There weren't any job openings there. And at the time, I was actually married, and we wanted to 
stay in Western New York. So I didn't have the flexibility at the time to move anywhere. So I took a job 
at a law firm, worked there for a couple of years, and then ended up divorced. And that's when I had 
the freedom to say, okay, it is time, it's time for me to get a full time job in a library. Let's do this. And 
what I encountered was, I had not worked full time in a library before. And it had been three years since 
I'd finished my MLS and my graduate assistantships. So I sat, alright, probably gonna have to take a 
staff role, so that I can just get in the door and get some relevant experience go from there. So I ended 
up working at the Music Library at the University of Memphis, Memphis, Tennessee. And from there, 
I've now I'm now at my fourth institution that I've worked at full time as a librarian. And at one of my 
previous institutions, actually my first librarian role, they have a seminary on campus. And I was 
thinking about doing a second master's degree, as we know, that's the terminal degree for those of us 
who are practicing librarians. And I was thinking about doing the the business departments leadership 
program, because I thought, you know, someday I'd like to be a director, Dean, or whatever. And one of 
my colleagues actually steered me towards a leadership program at that seminary. So I began a 
program called an MA and transformational leadership. And very shortly after that, I actually got my first 
leadership role in a library as an Access Services Librarian. And then now it's four years later, but a 
year ago, I started as a director, so it's just been kind of like, staff first librarian role first leadership role 
first directorship, and it's just amazing. It's happened very quickly, like this whole timeline has been 
2015 to now. So I've been like bopping all over the country, because these are all for these jobs are in 
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different states, too. So it's been a huge adventure, and I've loved it. But I would like to stay somewhere 
for a little while. Hopefully, this is the place. So yeah, librarianship is an adventure for me. So So 
 
23:05 
you're working on your, your masters now, in theology, or in we say transformational leadership, which 
is a theology degree, how far along are you? 
 
23:16 
I should graduate in May? Awesome. One of the things I've struggled with is I'm kind of a type A, and, 
you know, I went to undergrad and I graduated, you know, magna cum laude, I went straight through 
library school with good grades. But this degree has been so challenging for me amid all of the life 
changes. So when I am trying to pat myself on the back for instead of being hard on myself, is that I 
have persisted. I've persisted. I've stayed committed to doing this when there have been multiple times 
when I've wanted to just stop and maybe I'm just not meant to do this. So yes, May May. I will be in 
Rochester graduating, hopefully. 
 
23:57 
Excellent. Excellent. Well, I hope to celebrate that with you. You're not the only student among our 
panelists. I think we have two other current currently. So Becky, can you tell us a little bit about your, 
how you came into librarianship or theology, theological librarianship? 
 
24:16 
So, um, my path has been long and varied. And we've it or not, my undergrad was aviation technology. 
I was a flight instructor aircraft mechanic. Spent a long road since then, but I got to continue the middle 
school theme. So no, I've never been a middle school teacher. But when I was in middle school, I 
actually had one class period where I was the library assistant. Um, it was very cool. So anyway, that's 
just kind of a side note. Um, so yeah, so I went, you know, I worked in the aviation field for several 
years. And then I started having kids and I wanted to stay home with my kids and that's That's what I 
did for for many, many years, homeschooled my kids all the way up through high school, and then 
found myself to the worst needing a profession, right? And thinking, what am I going to do with my life. 
And I had always wanted to go back to college because I wasted those college years really, I was 
playing. And I thought, you know, wish I had done something, something different. And working in a 
used bookstore, looking at retail management, realizing I don't want their job. And it just, it just hit me 
the obvious answer. You know, what, you've always loved libraries, you've spent your whole life in 
libraries. Let's go to library school. And so I went to University of Alabama's online library school, but 
we had an in person orientation, and I distinctly remember being on the bus, on the way to orientation 
from the hotel, and it just suddenly hit me, you know, I bet seminaries have libraries. And how cool 
would that be? I would love to do that. I've always wanted to back seminary, and didn't have a reason 
to, as I explored that possibility. Over the my first semester, primarily of library school, I thought, this is 
a real possibility. It's what I would really like to do. So that there's a lot more that goes, you know, in the 
last few years since then. But I just completely lost my train of thought, Oh, I was gonna say something 
about cataloguing. Because this is a very particular part of, of librarianship. And at first semester of 
school, we had one of those really basic, this is the way you know, organization of information. This is 
kind of what a mark record looks like. And this is what you do. And it was super easy. And I go to class 
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the next time and professor says, you know, if you found this easy, you might want to be a cataloger. 
And I was like, Well, who wouldn't find this easy all it turns out, there are only like two out of 30 or 35 of 
us who thought it was easy. And that kind of put me on the path toward cataloguing? And, which is a 
whole nother topic that we might touch on later. But anyway, yeah, adventure. I resonate with 
everybody else's story, too. And a wild ride. 
 
27:25 
Yeah, I love this, like, exhibit example, after example of lifelong learners. So you finished your library 
degree first. And so you are currently Are you done? Right. Now? Are you still working on it? 
 
27:38 
I finished my library degree. I'm now working on my theology degree. When this was the other part of 
my first semester of library school, when, in another class professor said, you know, academic 
librarians typically, or are working on another master's degree, and I was one of the very few people 
who are going, yay. Keep doing this. And so when I, when I took the job I have now I've been here 
about two and a half years, it was understood that while it was not formalized, it was understood that I 
would pursue some sort of theology degree, there's no timetable, no deadline, but I will be pursuing 
that. So one class this semester, I may not ever finish the degree, I may be doing this until I retire. And 
I'm fine with that. So yeah, I'm enjoying that too. 
 
28:35 
And Andy, you're also doing a degree currently Correct? Right? I 
 
28:39 
think Becky and I are doing the same degree, different institutions, but the Masters, masters of biblical 
and theological studies. So my director never told me that I needed to do it. But he did, strongly, 
strongly encouraged me to consider it. And after. So I've been at the library that I'm at for just a little 
over three years now. And so after I finished my library degree, two years ago, and I give a year gap 
between that just to take a little bit of a break, just to work. And then I thought, Okay, I'm ready to go 
back. 
 
29:18 
Excellent. I'd love to hear from the audience. If anyone else is a current student as well, I think I mean, 
working full time, and being a student is really challenging. So congrats to all of you for, you know, for 
managing that. And clearly it speaks to this continued interest in both learning and the subject as well. 
Which kind of leads me to my next question. And I want to start with Becky, because of your you 
mentioned cataloguing, and the technical knowledge that's needed. What, what do you need to know 
for all of you what do you need to know to prepare for your current role? And, you know, Bobby and 
Kellie are directors so there'll be speaking to that side of it a little bit. But if we can start Becky with you 
Do you need to know like what subject matter denominational information, technical skills, anything that 
you do need to know to do your job. 
 
30:09 
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So for cataloger, really, cataloguing is like the framework. Whereas the the knowledge is the specific 
art, but a mark cattle, you know, a mark record is a marker of no matter what kind of library you work in, 
right? However, the subject matter is, is vital. And in theological librarians, or librarianship. It's a very 
specialty kind of library, just like a law library or a medical library, we have our own topics, our own 
subjects, our own people, our own language, if you will. And so as a cataloger, it's really important to 
know those things. And that's, it's, it's kind of cool, because this is one of the places where catalogers 
are really highly valued. is in these specialties. You know, it used to be years ago, the Library of 
Congress had specialty subject catalogers, and they don't anymore. So when it comes to having 
records in our catalog, especially for researchers, or higher level institutions, it's important that we have 
good robust cataloging. And so yeah, it's kind of a wonderful place to be as both a cataloger and 
someone with a theological bent. 
 
31:31 
And Andy, as somebody who does a little bit of everything, what sort of skills did you need to know to 
prepare for your current role? 
 
31:39 
I think the best question that I was asked in my initial interview to get into the job was, how do you feel 
about being given a task that no one else can help you with, and no one else knows how to do and you 
just have to figure it out. And I quickly learned that is a lot of my job. So of course, there's technical 
knowledge that I've had to figure out from, I should have said, the first question, even though I do a little 
bit of everything, my main focus is on E resources. So purchasing those making sure those are 
integrated, giving students as seamless experiences, they're going from discovery service to database 
to database. But I would say the skill that I brought in and have developed is that skill of just figuring it 
out working at some problem until it's solved asking the right people navigating various support portals. 
 
32:40 
Yeah. Thank you. That's interesting. That idea of like, we just need to have some critical thinking skills 
and self sufficiency. And actually, I 
 
32:53 
think, funnily enough, that my experience working in a middle school was really prepared me for that 
just having the character to go okay, there's not really a clear, easy solution. And I can't really ask 
anybody else, and I just need to figure it out. 
 
33:10 
other duties as assigned? Yes. And so Megan, you are, you know, being at a large public institution 
and being you know, a specialty librarian in, in more of a general education atmosphere, tell it tell us a 
little bit about what you needed to know, to prepare for your role? 
 
33:29 
Sure, yeah. And I almost feel like my identity as a religious studies librarian is just a part of my my 
broader library and identity, I think, particularly because I'm working where I'm working. So I think I had 
to have an interest in teaching. So again, a lot of what I do is reference and instruction. I think I had to 
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have an interest in outreach and really engaging with students where they are. And it was certainly 
helpful to have a background in religious studies and classics to inform my instruction in my teaching 
my outreach, and as a liaison to disciplinary departments. It's helpful to even inform the conversations 
that I'm having as I built relationships with faculty in religious studies, Jewish Studies and classics. So, 
and I am also a supervisor. Now, I didn't start out that way. But I also think it was important for me to 
think about where I wanted to go and be brave and kind of dip my toes in the water and see if I wanted 
to take on supervisory responsibilities, which obviously, I've decided that I wanted to do. And so being 
open to learning more, not only about religious studies, but also about what it means to be a part of 
such a large institution and to supervise others. 
 
35:03 
And speaking of supervising others, we come to Kellie and Bobby, who are our directors? Kellie, can 
you tell us a little bit about about what you needed to note to prepare for your role? 
 
35:13 
Sure. So the first thing that came to my mind actually has nothing to do with being a director. I wish that 
I had known the ins and outs of the ELCA, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in the main 
denomination of the seminary. At first students and faculty assumed I was a Lutheran. I'm not a 
Lutheran, but I am a person of faith, I consider myself a Christian. And I do agree with most of the 
theology of the ELCA. So the past year has been like a crash course in ELCA, for me and me learning 
terminology and traditions, and all these things that helped me better relate to the students I'm serving. 
But other than that, I've had to do a lot of what Andy has done and teach myself to do things because, 
yes, I have colleagues at the other campus, but they're not here to show me things. And yes, we can do 
it through zoom. But there are some things that because we were an institution before we merged with 
one Orion university that we do differently here, like we actually share a catalog with another user in 
Lutheran seminary, for our physical items, instead of a catalog with the other LR libraries. So we're on a 
different ILS and everything. It's very interesting. So I wish I'd known how to catalog I just recently 
taught myself to catalog and process books, basically all the backend things. Prior to this, I was an 
Access Services library, and I love the people work. I was born for the people work. And I have to like, 
sit myself down to do the paperwork. So I wish I know more of the back end parts of libraries. But I'm 
really grateful to have the opportunity to learn those things now. Because I feel like when I am ready to 
leave this place, wherever that may be, hopefully not for a while, I will be prepared to do almost any 
role in the library, I'm going to know the whole operation of a library after I leave here, which is really 
awesome. And I'm really thankful for that. 
 
37:28 
And I think that's really interesting about just how varied librarianship is, is that every role can be so 
different and that you can learn so much, you know, that you then take with you to to what you do next. 
And Kellie, I think that's so interesting that it was the background of the institution that really would 
have, but you really wanted to know that you had to focus on learning first to understand, you know, 
where, where you're at, and the culture of the place. 
 
37:56 
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It's probably because it's such a small community. So we have about, I would say, between 150 and 
200 graduate students on this campus. In Colombia, we also have an occupational therapy program, 
and a counseling program here. And only 54 of the students are currently seminarians, which equates 
to an FTE of 45, we're a little smaller than we have been in recent years, and we're working to grow our 
enrollment. But because it's a small community, and everybody knows each other, you know, it's kind of 
important to know the ins and outs of the background that most of those people are coming from, but 
they're patient with me and happy to explain things. So. 
 
38:39 
Yeah, Bobby, can you tell us a bit about what you needed to know, to prepare for your current role? 
 
38:44 
Yeah, I was just thinking, reflecting on everybody's comments. As far as me, librarians were really great 
autodidact, and we kind of have to teach ourselves stuff all of the time. And that includes both, as Kellie 
was mentioning kind of more content or domain kind of specific expertise, as well as just the kind of 
technical ins and outs of what it means to be a librarian. And one of the areas where that is most true is 
anything related to management and leadership. Because there you may, you may have taken a 
management course in library school, but it's just a very different animal when you're actually kind of on 
site in situ. So that's really been one of the things that kind of scaling up and learning about sort of 
intuiting my way around, questions of how to be an effective manager, how to be effective leader, those 
kinds of ticklish HR issues. Those are all sorts of things that you never expect as a librarian. I certainly 
never expected as a librarian that I would have to learn and to be perfectly candid. I would say that 
even when I started as a librarian, I kind of thought that stuff was you know, kind of empty and vapid 
and not useful and you rapidly realize in a major in a big organization, actually listings are absent. 
indispensable to the successful the success of that organization in ways that I wouldn't have known had 
I not been a part of one. But then there's also other things too, I, you know, I, because of the campus 
library, I have physical plants, so I have to deal with kind of operational matters, I also have to deal with 
a budget. In fact, I have my rough draft of my FY 23 budget, I have to put together that's due the first of 
November, and we do zero based budgeting here. So that means you design it from the ground up, no 
kind of formal instruction in that definitely not. And then I worked with shared governance in the Divinity 
School, which is fantastic. And it's in the index of the relationship between the Divinity School and the 
Divinity library that we're so close, it doesn't have her in my case that the dean of the Divinity School 
currently was my academic dean when I was in grad school at another institution. So I used to go to her 
for incompletes. And now I go to her for money from endowments. Um, and she's generous both time. 
So yes. Um, but that's great. Because now, you know, I sit on the institutional planning committee 
there, I sit on the curriculum committee there. And to that extent, you know, knowing how to kind of 
work between the library and another campus unit, at that level is something that, again, requires a 
certain kind of, you know, self training and finesse and, and that's aligned with thinking holistically about 
the library system. So I think, you know, I'm very dedicated to divinity library. And we as campus library 
directors don't want to lose the kind of identity and presence of a campus library, but we are part of a 
larger system. So how do we both on a leadership level coordinate the work we want to do with the rest 
of our partners on campus, and outside of the library, of course, too, but what are the kinds of moves 
we need to make as a library that not only benefit us as campus libraries, but benefit the entire system? 
Again, these are all sort of things that there is little to no formal training, when it comes to this. And I 
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never saw myself in a position like this when I started. And so this is kind of doubly doubly novel for me. 
But but it's been a lot of fun. And you know, what, I actually really do enjoy the these aspects of 
librarianship, which, you know, I miss tremendously the kind of reference Research and Instruction 
work, I used to do more regularly, I still do instruction work. Thankfully, I make a point of at least 
teaching, um, whenever I can, but, but this stuff is actually kind of fun, too. 
 
42:50 
Yeah, Kellie, a lot 
 
42:51 
of what Bobby said, brought up more things for me too. So one of the things that's interesting here is 
that I'm considered a member of the seminary faculty, in addition to the library faculty, and I have much 
more meeting time and FaceTime with the seminary faculty as a result. So I'm working on our MDiv 
curriculum revision with them right now. So that's super interesting. And I also managed to get myself 
appointed to represent the seminary on the lunar Orion University institutional Budget Committee. And 
we had our first meeting for that a couple weeks ago, and I just told the faculty, I said, I will just go and I 
will sit there and be quiet. And just learn and take it all in. And it's just really interesting, the things that I 
didn't anticipate being a part of being a library director here at this institution. 
 
43:47 
And I kind of want to go off of both of what, you know what you and Bobby were both saying about the 
things that you didn't expect that, you know, you just sort of have been learning and and I wanted to 
ask the others, were there other things? Were there things about your job that you did not expect? Or 
that you've really had to adapt to? Or? Sorry, I'm going off script a little bit. 
 
44:17 
I'll jump in on that one. The amount of retired pastors book donations that I would have to deal with is 
the probably the thing that surprised me the most at least once a week, maybe once every other week, 
we'll get a call somebody saying I retired and I'm moving and I've got smaller space, can you take this 
donation of 300 or 400 bucks and figuring out how to navigate to good HR thing to be able to take those 
books but then we have limited space and limited staff capacity. So navigating that has been a 
challenge 
 
44:56 
I'll jump in and say something that I did not expect. But and that has been a challenge has been 
something like being on professional development committee for Atla. Um, you know, catalogers tend 
to be introverts who sit in their office and do their little job. And that's all we you know, that's what we 
do. And suddenly I find myself, you know, on a couple of committees with outside outside of the 
seminary. Yeah, I wasn't looking for that. So 
 
45:25 
for people to say, Hey, will you be on a panel to talk about what is the theological librarianship and your 
experiences? Yeah, well, exactly. I've, I've loved hearing about your background, and your aviation, you 
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know, background, I just think that's, that's so amazing to me. Yeah. And so thank you for thank you for 
being a part of the committee. Thank you for being part of this panel. 
 
45:49 
Thank you, you're playing nerd. By the way. I'm like a really, really big airplane nerd. So at some point, 
we have to have a conversation. Not on this form. But but but but soon. 
 
45:59 
That sounds great. 
 
46:01 
I will also say, I've been surprised by its does not as often, but that amount of times somebody will call 
wanting some sort of guidance. Like my first week here, I had a lady called and she said she had been 
given a a King James Bible, but it was a, it was a Mormon version. And she didn't know what she was 
supposed to do with it. And she she was concerned about that. And I was not at all prepared to walk 
her through that. And so everyone smile will almost get sort of pastoral questions that we have to do 
our best answering. 
 
46:42 
Yeah, and just to jump in, based on what several I think of the panelists have said, I, maybe this was 
naive of me, but I wasn't necessarily expecting to navigate such complex situations. With Bobby, you're 
using the word finesse. And I love that, right. Like, it requires such finesse. And it just makes me think 
like this is a part of, of getting older, right? becoming an adult, being in a profession, establishing 
yourself in a profession, like, you need to learn to communicate well, and to communicate with a variety 
of other people who all communicate differently. And so I think that's been really interesting to to 
engage in and to reflect on for me. 
 
47:31 
I'll jump in here to speaking of finesse, that's kind of like what I was saying about being on the 
institutional Budget Committee. I have to have finesse there. So I don't misrepresent the seminary. And 
that's the way I feel in a lot of rooms that I'm now in as a director. I'm a fun loving girl. I love Disney. 
Like I'm kind of a kid at heart. But now I'm like, Okay, I need to be an adult at work. I mean, not that I 
haven't always been but like, I need to be a little more intentional than I have in the past perhaps 
because when working with undergrads, my last two institutions, they related to me, because I had kind 
of a young spirit, and I am still pretty young, you know, relatively. And also, I mentioned this in the chat 
about donations, calling myself instead of a directory professional book donation. refuser. And I wanted 
to clarify, you know, part of the reason that right now we don't accept donations, is because for a while, 
I was actually running this library all by myself. And I finally have a staff member that started at the end 
of September, and she's amazing. So thank God for her. But also because most of the books we have 
such a solid print collection that for the size of our institution, in our deal, geographic area, is pretty 
much unparalleled, unless you go to like Candler at Emory or you go up to do. So most of the things 
that they would bring me are older editions of things we already have in the collection. And we don't 
want copy twos already have a ton of copy twos I need to read. But and they're also not in great 
condition, people tend to think that their things are in better condition than they really realistically are. 
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So believe me, I don't take joy in refusing their donations, but it's one of those things where it would get 
so out of control. And yeah, I would say on average, about once a week, I've got somebody who either 
shows up on campus or calls me so that's really interesting and was really unexpected. 
 
49:38 
And learning how to say no is always a skill that we are all working on developing right. Especially as 
librarians, where are our job is, you know, how can I help you How can I you know, what can I do for 
you? So, in Atla, you know, says we are a, you know, library member association of Religious Studies 
and theological library and So I was wondering, how many of you identify as a theological librarian? 
Which of you identify as a religious studies librarian? Or is there something else that you call yourself or 
think of yourself? So I guess we could do a show of hands already. Like how many of you say 
theological library, and that's who I am. Okay, so feel okay. So Bobby, I see the app and you want to go 
into it? Can you explain? 
 
50:30 
Yeah, I feel like I'm somewhere in between a theological librarian and a religious studies librarian. I 
mean, I think disposition Lee, I'm probably closer to a religious studies librarian in the sense that I'm 
interested in the kind of issues and concerns that animate really liaison subject like librarianship. Not 
that deal logical librarians aren't. But I think that presupposes kind of a broader set of concerns as to 
why you engage in the library practice you do. Um, but that being said, however, given the context in 
which I'm working, and given really the kind of things with which I do work, and the communities within 
my work, I feel like I'm somewhere in between, so I have fealty to both. So the cop out answer is I, I'd 
say I'm a religion librarian. Um, I guess that kind of sits in the sort of liminal space between those two, 
but, um, because because I do, I am rather like engaged in and find important, those kinds of knees on 
subject liaison. considerations, while at the same time. I understand, appreciate and want to support 
the kind of theological impulse behind theological librarianship as well. 
 
51:45 
And then, Megan, I noticed you didn't have your hand up. And when it makes sense, since you're at a 
large public university? 
 
51:52 
Yeah, so I definitely consider myself a religious studies librarian and not a theological librarian. That 
would certainly, maybe be different, actually, if I were at a seminary or divinity school setting. But yeah, 
I think part of that is certainly the setting where I am motivating that identity, where the religious studies 
department at CU Boulder does come from this secular perspective, really looking at religious studies 
from a socio cultural lens historical lens. So, yeah, very much a religious studies librarian. And I also as 
to what I said before, it's it's a part of my broader, almost academic library and identity as well. 
 
52:44 
And that actually leads into my next question, Megan, if you don't mind being the first to answer this to 
which is, sometimes I think people think that you have to be religious to be a religious studies or 
theological librarian, can you? Can you tell us about your spiritual practice? spiritual culture, religious 
culture? 
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53:01 
Sure, yeah. So um, you absolutely don't have to be religious or practicing any faith tradition to be a 
religious studies librarian, especially thinking again, of my CU Boulder context, at the secular public 
setting. And the way that I describe my own personal kind of relationship with religion at this point is 
that I am culturally Catholic. So I was raised in the Roman Catholic tradition. And I acknowledged that 
that was such a formative experience for me, that's so much of my identity. As I was growing up and 
my perspectives, my worldviews were developed within that context of Roman Catholicism. So hence, 
Catholicism still being a big part of who I am, but not necessarily a regular part of how I express my 
spirituality or my faith. And yeah, I think just going back to libraries, in a public secular university setting, 
it's actually really important to kind of separate personally held religious beliefs from that practice of 
librarianship. And that can certainly be a challenge for some people at some times, but there is that 
distinction that's made there. 
 
54:26 
And Bobby, you're also at a large institution. What's your background and existential worldview? 
 
54:33 
Well, it's funny I, this is sort of perfect because Megan's remarks reminded me of one of the faculty 
members, with whom she doubtless probably worked with before at CU Boulder, Sam Gill, and he has 
this great article about how to be a religious studies scholar and the first, like rules. And the first one is 
there's nothing religious about religious studies, which I think is very helpful, um, because it's a 
scholastic intellectual enterprise. I understood, understood in that sense, um, for me, I, I guess, I would 
describe myself as somewhere between an unchurched and a religious nun. I have very idiosyncratic 
kind of like faith views. But my, my primary motivation is intellectual. Not so much devotional, however, 
I'm really attached to divinity schools and the work that divinity schools do. And this came from my 
experience at dim school. So I went to Yale, where Emily Townes is was the academic dean and she, 
and the faculty there and the student body are very committed to social justice, to fighting what I feel is 
the good fight on behalf of their faith. And on Vanderbilt Divinity School is very much the same way if 
not even more, so it is a pointedly pointedly committed institution to causes I believe deeply in and I 
think, are animated by their faith and and I think a mutual mutual appreciation base they're on. And so 
while I don't necessarily identify with the tradition, or any traditions, for that matter, maybe I do identify 
with the mission, and the kind of what they call the the commitments and purposes of the Divinity 
School, which is why working within this context is so rewarding for me. 
 
56:28 
And so then, for our theological librarians, I think it's a little bit different for you, right? So Kellie, if you 
can talk a little bit. 
 
56:36 
Sure, so much like my adventure in librarianship, my adventure in my faith has been a lot of bumping 
around. I was raised Roman Catholic as well. I had a period after that, where I was an atheist. And then 
I came to faith in my late teens and early 20s. And since then, I consider myself a Christian. You know, 
if you read what's in the night, or in the Apostles Creed, that's the core of my faith. And I've not quite 
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figured out where I fit in terms of denominations. I just call myself a Christian at this point. And that's 
something that I feel very comfortable in within the seminary I attend, because it is so ecumenical. But 
at the wire institutions that I've worked at, there have been some interesting things to navigate based 
on not being part of the population. So my first institution was Free Methodist. My second one was 
Southern Baptist. And this one is again, ELCA, which is more progressive, I'm more progressive 
person, socially, and always have been. So I really do also, as Bobby does with Vanderbilt, I identify 
with the mission of this place. Yeah, and I do think that it would be challenging within a denominational 
seminary, to not be somewhere in the white umbrella of Christianity, because a lot of times these are 
smaller communities. So being able to fully participate in the community is easier when you're when 
you identify that way. So we have chapel four days a week here. If I wasn't a person of faith, and I 
weren't comfortable going to chapel, I would kind of feel left out of a lot of things. And we do like a 
baccalaureate ceremony the night before graduation. There's a lot of things we do here that are based 
on a Christian faith. So you could do it. But you wouldn't necessarily feel a part a full part of the 
community. I think so depends on how important that is to you. I'm an extrovert, and I love people, I 
want to be a part of the community. So again, while I don't consider myself a Lutheran, at this point, I 
still agree with enough of what they agree with to go and enjoy their chapels. And I actually lead chapel 
over zoom today. So that was really cool. So yeah, it's pretty interesting. Navigating fees within higher 
ed. Thanks. 
 
59:21 
And I'll say I'll jump in because I totally agree, Kellie, that to where I'm at, it's a little more on the 
conservative end of the spectrum. And, I mean, we are the mission of this school is partnering with 
local churches to raise up pastors to pastor in these churches. It's more broad than that, but that is a 
core part of the identity of the school. And so I'll have students that say, Hey, will you kind of helped me 
organize my sermon or helped me get a good sermon title, so there is a intimate involvement in kind of 
the life of the churches around here. And so if I didn't identify as kind of a generally conservative 
Christian, I think it would be pretty hard to work at this institution, I did have to sign a statement of faith 
to work here. Which is basically Apostles Creed sort of stuff. And so I have some minor differences 
here and there for my school. But nothing that is 
 
1:00:28 
substantial. To jump back in for a moment, I actually next Tuesday will be preaching of the Eucharist 
service here. And that will be only the second time in my entire life that I've preached because going for 
an MA in transformational leadership, that wasn't my goal. It's not my goal to be clergy, maybe 
someday, a hospital chaplain, depending on how things go in my life and career, but, um, yeah, so it's 
interesting to get to preach. And, you know, I didn't have to, but I thought it would be it would be good 
experience. And another way, again, to connect with the community, and to speak about faith 
statements, I did not have to sign a faith statement to work here. But at my previous two institutions, I 
did and some of it was very particular about how you live your lifestyle. And that's part of the reason I'm 
glad that I met this sort of institution now because I like being trusted to be in a be an adult and to be a 
good person. So 
 
1:01:36 
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I was gonna say, how about if I jump in? I guess I'm less one anyway, I'm very much like, Andy, we are, 
since we are a small denominational seminary, we have to sign a statement of faith, you do not have to 
be, you know, part of the PCA. But but you do have to have the basic beliefs that the seminary does, 
and I am a Christian. And the what's interesting is, you know, within our small seminary community, 
those of us who work there kind of feel like it's it's a bit of a ministry on our part. Like we are working in 
ministry by helping to train up the next generation of pastors and church leaders and counselors, we 
have a large counseling program. So yeah, 
 
1:02:25 
yeah, speaking of ministry, I actually consider this my ministry. Being a library director, being a 
theological librarian, managing my people and trying to be a Christ like leader. That's why I decided to 
do that man transformational leadership, because I figured it would give me a Christ like basis for 
leadership that I can employ anywhere I work, whether I can do it overtly, or separately, separately, 
maybe that's the word. Yeah, so yeah. 
 
1:02:59 
I'll just say that, within within the Divinity library, here, we have a diversity of perspectives when it 
comes to folks of different faiths and intense attachments to different faiths and different ways of 
wrestling with their faith. And this idea of ministry, librarianship as ministry is for one of my colleagues 
very deeply embedded at the core of how he understands his life, his library and practice. He's our 
outreach librarian. And he really does see a ministerial sort of impulse expressed through the work he 
does as an as an outreach librarian with the Divinity School. So I think, you know that that's a really 
great kind of metaphor, I guess, that that folks have used to describe their relationship specifically with 
theological librarianship. 
 
1:03:51 
And I just wanted to jump in and say how many of us are kind of talking from or about tangentially, 
more of a Christian perspective. But there are also members, especially when we look at the Atla 
community, who might have different personally held religious beliefs and come from those different 
faith traditions. So I know I've met practicing Buddhists and Muslims in our community. So it's always 
nice to see the diversity even beyond this room. But you can see we have a lot of diversity within our 
Zoom Room today as well. 
 
1:04:31 
And that actually leads me to my last question for all of you, which was to tell us a little bit about what 
Atla means to you and you are all actively involved in in different ways. And maybe, maybe, actually, 
since you, since you were the last to speak. Do you mind telling us just a little bit about what Atla does 
mean to you? And as you mentioned already, you know that there are members who come from 
different faith traditions. 
 
1:04:58 
Yeah, sure. Um, So for me, it's very much my home base. And it's been that way since I met Atlas, 
Executive Director back in gosh, I think it was 2013 or 2014. And she, she was on the CU Boulder 
campus. And she was like, Oh, do you want to go for coffee and we were just chatting, and I had never 
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heard of Atla before. But you know, I was hired into this role, where's the religious studies library. And 
even from that very first meeting, it was just very comfortable. And so Atla is a place where I can meet 
up with other librarians, I can network, I can grow professionally. And it's really a source of community, 
within this broader field of librarianship and I have spoken about, you know, my broader academic 
librarian identity, but I really find a lot of value in connecting with folks in Atla. I think it can be 
overwhelming to try to find community in some of our other library professional organizations. But 
Ella's, like just the right size and a fabulous, fabulous group of people. 
 
1:06:11 
Who SEO Next 
 
1:06:12 
up, jump in and say that, I think, as a newer member in the past few years, I think Atla does a really 
good job with new members to the first Atla conference that I went to in Vancouver. Just having a 
meeting with all the new members and having them meet members that have been there for a while 
and just kind of bringing them into the group. And yeah, it is a very kind and warm community of feel of 
librarians who are common enough in the work that they do, but diverse enough that there's a lot of 
value in bringing them together. So I think Atla does diversity really well. 
 
1:07:09 
Y'all say that that to piggyback on that this sort of like common cause, that all of us are invested in. And 
a lot of the a lot of a lot of my reaction is similar to Megan's in the sense that it is the kind of ideally 
sized organization and it is such an incredibly welcoming organization. I actually came to Atla. Many 
moment, I guess it was 2016. Just before I became a theological librarian, here are religious studies 
librarian, whichever you for religion or library, there you go. Here at Vanderbilt, I was digital humanities, 
American history librarian, I was working on a digital project, grant based project Nolan Foundation, and 
I was actually invited to the 2016 annual conference as their opening plenary speaker, it was my first 
experience. And then it just so happens, I got this job at Vanderbilt. And I couldn't have imagined a 
more kind of welcoming community. For me, it provides that kind of community connection. And I've 
been involved in digital humanities communities and other different kind of library domain communities, 
I just, I guess I feel a fealty with with folks in Atla. And I also feel this sort of incompetent commitment to 
making it a space for not only dialogue and conversation and sharing and best practices, but also for 
facilitating scholarship and connections, to generate that scholarship really contributing to the 
profession, not just simply within theological librarianship but beyond. And so, for me, Atla is a is a 
space and a possibility that I find I find immensely rewarding, and it gives as much as as much as as 
much as it can. 
 
1:08:54 
Space and a possibility. I love it. Yeah. Becky? 
 
1:09:00 
Yeah. So um, all the things everybody else has said. And I'll just kind of add one more thing as a 
cataloger. We have a very active cataloguing group within Atla because we have again, we're a 
specialty niche. We we submit name, a new name authority files, and that kind of thing that you know, 
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anywhere else, it would be such a so many people that I would just kind of sit in the back of the room. I 
really feel like I'm a part of this. It's a good thing. 
 
1:09:37 
I'll jump in and say I'm kind of still learning what Atla means to me. I have not been a member very 
long. And I've not been to a conference yet other physical conference, not as opposed to online 
conference. And even this year's online conference was my first Atla conference. So I'm really looking 
forward to go into an in person conference and meeting you all person being the card carrying extrovert 
I am. And I'm looking forward to just I mean, I've gotten plugged in to to help on the professional 
development committee that was really cool to be asked to do that. And it's really exciting to get to kind 
of broaden the organizations I'm involved with, because I've kind of focused on only one for a little 
while. And it's, it's cool to be able to broaden it and just to establish these connections that I know, like, 
Becky is an amazing cataloger. And I'm just learning to catalog so maybe I need to set up a zoom with 
her and be like, Hey, give me your cataloguing 101. And I know she'd be willing to do that. And I know 
that other people within Atla, I'm sure would be happy to help with that. And I have, I think sent a couple 
questions to the listserv before and have gotten many helpful responses. So still learning what it means 
to me, but it already means a great deal. So I'm really thankful. 
 
1:11:01 
Yeah, and speaking of Professional Development Committee activities, So Kellie, Kellie joined this year 
to help specifically in helping to work on a formal mentorship program. So look forward to that coming, 
a dual pronged both, for library students who were interested in theological librarianship to be paired 
with, you know, a more experienced mentor, but also those who are going into director positions who 
could really benefit from having another director be their mentor. So for those of you who are library 
students, or you know, new directors, and if you want to get more involved, please do reach out to Atla, 
I had put in my personal email address in the chat earlier, and then also the the main address for Atla. 
Let us know if you know, if you're, you want more information on that, as it develops, you'll hear it as we 
you know, as we're getting ready to launch, but if you want to, you know, be on that first list of people 
who we might want to bounce ideas off of please let us get in touch with us. So that was the last formal 
question that I had for all of you. I do want to give audience members an option to ask the panelists any 
questions because it is a webinar, if you could just put it in the chat, then we can address it. We did 
book until the top of the hour. So we do have a 16 minutes left, I'm perfectly happy to ending it where 
we are, if we don't have questions, I feel like this has been such a fun and interesting conversation. And 
I thank all of you the panelists, especially for taking your time to to talk with us share your expertise. 
And then for those of you who are attending live to taking taking the time out of your day, to learn a little 
bit more about what being a theological librarian means. So I'll give it maybe just a couple minutes, you 
know, if you want to type something in the chat. Also, I guess while while we're waiting, I'll just give a 
little plug for Atla membership, which for the last year, and plus a few months, the board voted in a pay 
what you want models. So if you are interested in finding out more about what a membership in Atla is 
like, just like what kind of communications and activities are happening, you have the option to sign up 
as a member for as little as $0 It really depends on your budget and what you feel like you can manage. 
And so I highly encourage you to do that. You can go to atla.com and go up to the upper right hand 
corner and there's some information there to sign up for. For membership. Yes, Patsy, just put that in in 
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the chat as well. Excellent. Okay, so, my friends, it's been it's been lovely. We do we do have a 
question. Any advice for a new MLA s graduate? Great question. 
 
1:14:10 
And I'm going to, okay, I'm gonna say probably somebody who's interested in going into theological 
librarians as, like librarianship as well. But yeah, I would 
 
1:14:18 
say just be ready to learn on your feet. Because a lot of what we learn in libraries, schools, kind of like 
why we do certain things and isn't always as practical. Hence, the reason why I'm now having to teach 
myself the back end of this library. So just be ready to basically feel like you're drinking from a firehose 
and it's just good to be aware that that could be the case. 
 
1:14:45 
I would. I would add to that. Librarians love being asked questions. And as a somebody who's still in 
library school who had a vision for where you want to go with his library I called up a lot of library 
directors of schools that I was interested in working at not because I wanted to find out if they had jobs, 
but I wanted to know, what does it look like to work in these schools, and they were more than happy to 
meet with me. And it was actually, from one of those conversations wasn't a direct path. But that's kind 
of how I ended up getting a job here. Because she pointed me to a job board later on a year later and 
said, Hey, you should look at this job. And so I got here. So reach out and talk to librarians, even 
directors. 
 
1:15:33 
I'll just say like middle school, Andy, Andy, I'm going to echo exactly what Andy said, No, I please, 
please come to please talk to us. I think I think, as Andy was saying, we always love talking, as as 
witnessed by this webinar. Um, we love talking about librarianship and theological librarianship in 
particular. 
 
1:15:54 
Yeah, I'm going to echo that too, because my job is a direct result of this random batch of emails, I sent 
out my first semester of library school about, hey, what are some job descriptions of librarians who work 
in theology in seminaries. And that's an actually the director of, He's now retired, but of my seminary 
right now, he responded, and it started this conversation that lasted two and a half years and ended in 
a job offer. 
 
1:16:26 
Relatedly, I would say definitely feel free to kind of work your networks, that sounds like a terrible 
corporate term. But you should absolutely connect with people who you already considered to be 
mentors, or think that they might be good mentors. And of course, stay tuned for the mentorship that 
Atla is working on. But yeah, get them to read your CV. Get them to read your cover letters, your cover 
letters, and your CV should always be at least somewhat tailored to the job for which you are applying. 
That's a big deal. As someone who's been on search committees, I can attest to that. So a lot of my 
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advice is kind of the nitty gritty logistical, job search advice. So I'd be happy to chat more about that too. 
But use your resources, whether they're people or books or articles, or blogs, or things like that. 
 
1:17:22 
I'll just throw in very quickly, I was just chairing a search committee for a different librarian position 
here. And Megan's advice is absolutely correct, the better, more robust, just read the job description 
and make sure you incorporate some of that language, because that that really does make a difference 
in terms of catching the eye of the search committee. 
 
1:17:45 
For sure, and tip for to speak a little bit about job searching. Don't be afraid to apply for something that 
you might think is out of your reach. Literally, every job I've had, I thought was out of my reach, except 
for my first staff role. When I applied for my first librarian role, I thought out of my reach, but trying when 
I applied for extra services out of my reach, but trying and then finally director. And it's come to fruition. 
And it has come to fruition by doing things like Megan and Bobby said, you know, tailoring my cover 
letters, being really intentional about studying the institution and the library, before going on interviews 
or even before submitting the application. Honestly, knowing what you're going to get yourself into as 
much as you can, on your own before you go into the interview process can be very helpful. Yeah, don't 
be afraid to reach for something beyond what you think you're capable of, because you can do it. 
 
1:18:49 
Yeah, I did. The first student worker job that I applied for I was not qualified in any way. It was an 
archives job. And I had begun in the archives classes, but I thought it sounds kind of interesting and fun 
and started surprise, it didn't get the job. But they had a different student worker position at the 
institution. And I interviewed well enough and that they said, Well, you should check out this position. 
So and I've had many times that I thought, Okay, this is the direction I'm going and I shoot for that. And 
I don't end up there, but I still end up someplace good. 
 
1:19:20 
So exactly. And you learn something from every interview process, about yourself about the process 
itself about different institutions that helps you kind of figure out what you want and what are deal 
breakers for working places because the interview process is for you to interview your future co workers 
and the institution as well. 
 
1:19:45 
And I'll say don't be overly discouraged if you don't get your first library job. Um, because because 
there will be something there I mean, insofar as you insofar as you can can not be overly discouraged. 
And I really don't want embarrass Megan here, but I gotta say this Though this is such a small world, 
because my first interview is the job that Megan currently has, and yet, you know, the next interview, I 
learned a lot, I learned a ton. And I was straight out of library school. So I was very green. And so by 
the time that I get to the next interview, I knew kind of what to do much more so than I did the first time 
around, and it made a difference, I got the job. And that's also an index of how small the world of 
academic librarianship is, and specifically, this particular world, because, you know, now we're 
colleagues. So it can be it can be, it can be challenging to be sure, but, but there'll be a job out there. 
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1:20:43 
Yeah, I, a while ago had a job that I applied for and got really far. And that didn't end up getting the job. 
But I have to say it was one of the best experiences of my life, and I am positive that that experience 
will help me further along in my career was one of those 12 hour interview days, that takes everything 
out of you for weeks. And I have no regrets that I did that and also didn't get the job. 
 
1:21:12 
So many are embracing serendipity sorry, Jamie, don't be afraid to listen to nudges that you that come 
my transition from outreach librarian to access services librarian, I kind of actively went away from that 
nudge, and then met a couple of my future colleagues at a conference, at which point they then 
convinced me to apply. So you know, if something is coming at you from multiple directions, it's worth a 
listen. You may not even be looking for a job, you may be happy where you're at. But sometimes these 
nudges are happening for a reason. So just listen, and, you know, it never hurts to put in an application, 
you can you can always say no. So I'm always on the edge of I'd rather than an application and have 
the opportunity say no, if I got that far, then to not have the opportunity at all, because I didn't do it. So 
 
1:22:17 
I was just gonna say so much wonderful information, both here and in the chat too. And I think my 
summary is like believing yourself, create a network reach out to people, you know, like, it's like, it's so 
that dual idea of like, really believe in what you can do. But also, you need other people you need your 
community, these people will be your colleagues, you know, for your entire career. That's a wonderful 
place to stop. There was one more question about like four before a current LIS student, any classes 
that you would suggest, and I think some of the things that you were talking about, were really about 
how it's more of an attitude and a mentality that you bring to it. Some other people did answer in the 
chat some classes, but you know, in in our last couple of minutes, is there any class that you wish you 
had taken or anything that was particularly helpful to you? 
 
1:23:13 
I think I would just say, you don't know, the various things that you're going to end up doing. So pay 
attention in all of your classes, I did take the catalog in class, I took it to pass it. And now I'm learning 
cataloging. So pay attention the first time, 
 
1:23:31 
I'll tell you that cataloguing changes on a regular basis, so you'd have to relearn it anyway. I was gonna 
say actually, my instruction class was amazing, even though I've never, you know, been, that's never 
been a part of my job. It was a really good class. So, anyway 
 
1:23:58 
Awesome, well, thank you guys, I think. Yeah, this has been, this has been so much fun. Thank you, 
everybody. Thank you for being a part of this conversation. Thank you for being an engaged audience 
and, and talking with us and communicating, do reach out to Atla if you have any questions if you 
needed to, you know, if you wanted to get in touch with anyone. I think everyone has sort of said 
already in their answers that you know, they're happy to informational interviews were really helpful for 
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them. They're happy to be a sounding board. So if you want anyone's, you know, to be connected with 
somebody, please reach us. Reach out to us connect at Atla is the main email that will then get sent to, 
to me or whoever and so thank you all again, I hope that you have a really good rest of your week. And 
not sure if you have fun plans for Halloween, but you know, it's coming up coming up. November is just 
around the corner, you know, 2020 She was governor. And it's just everything is so, so quick. My brain 
is still in August. So I can't you know, everyday I have to catch up and figure out what's happening. All 
right. Thank you all. And we will see you at another webinar in the near future. Also, this ends our 
theological library month's programming except for a remote social hour, which is happening this 
Friday. So please, again, if you haven't received information about that you must be an Atla member to 
participate in these informal social hours. But again, reach out to connect@atla.com it to get more 
information about that. All right. Thanks, all. Thank you. Take care 
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